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of the present Union. Moreover, as will be noted later, some
political elements from the republican period have filtered
into modern South African parliamentarism, and influenced
its character. But not least significant was the example set
by republican law respecting the relations of the races.
While slavery was not recognized, the constitutions rejected
as something alien and pernicious the liberal concepts of race
which had made the Voortrekkers irritated with British rule
in the Cape.17 "The people desire," ran the original consti-
tution of the South African Republic, "to permit no equality
between coloured people and the white inhabitants of the
country, either in church or state/' This rigid dictum
crystallized the rough convictions of farmers on the frontier
engaged in a grim struggle with the Bantu for pastoral land
and racial survival. To the present day it has continued to
express a creed which shapes the character of South African
democracy. The white man belongs to a special community
of colour and privilege. With him are left the main keys of
political and social power.

No less important than the existence of the republics in
creating an Afrikander national tradition were the forces
which destroyed them. Foremost among these was the
potent sweep of British imperial expansion in Africa conse-
quent upon the mineral discoveries, which made the sub-
continent a rich field for investment rather than a mere link
in a chain of imperial communications, and the explorations
of Livingstone and Stanley, which fired British aspiration
for an Anglo-African empire and the civilizing of a dark
continent. Other influential factors were the recurrent and
costly crises of the native question which with every loss of
a human life emphasized the necessity for a uniform and
effective authority from the Cape to the Zambezi, and the
general emergence in England of that new and flamboyant
imperialism of which Kipling was the poet and Seeley the
philosopher. The discovery of diamonds at Kimberley in
the seventies resulted in the annexation of Griqualand West,
for which area the Orange Free State was compensated.

364.    See also on this general theme J. A. I. Agar-HamUton, The
Native Policy of the Voortrekkers.